16 Old Brock Road, Puslinch, ON N0B 2J0
519-763-7040 @AberfoylePS

Many things happening here. Read and
enjoy!
Remember also to check out our Twitter
feed @AberfoylePS for school activities. Ongoing
information is also available on our website
www.ugdsb.ca/aberfoyle/.
All the best,
Paul Tribe, Principal

PA Days 2017-2018
Please note for babysitting purposes that there is no
school for students on the following days (All Fridays):
April 27, June 8, June 29.

DATE

EVENTS

01-28

Read to Succeed!

02

Groundhog Day!

06

AM: Grade 8 “Take Tech” Visit
AM: Junior Chess Visits – Hal Bond

07

AM: Grade 7/8 Skills Presentation

08

AM: Junior Chess Visits – Hal Bond

13

AM: Primary Drama Presentation
6:30 PM: School Council

14

Red White and Pink Day!
PM: Intermediate Valentine’s Day Dance

15

Report Cards Come Home!

19

Family Day – No School

22

Intermediate Basketball Tournament
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26

AM: Chess Tournament

28

Pink Shirt Day – Colour Day
Primary Trip to Toronto

Aberfoyle Cardboard Boat Team Heading To Provincial
Championships In March
On Tuesday, January 30, two cardboard boat teams with
grade 7 and 8 students from Aberfoyle participated in
the Skills Ontario cardboard boat competition at the
Centre Wellington Sportsplex in Fergus. Our Team 1
came to the competition dressed in unique 1960s peace
theme t-shirts and
a brilliant 1960s
style cardboard
Volkswagon mini
van decoration.
During the twohour boat build
they constructed a
cardboard boat that
fitted underneath
their decoration. In pool water, the team completed
the 25 meter boat race in 29 seconds. In the weight
challenge their final load was 448 pounds (or 203
kilograms) before sinking. Our Team 2 came to the
competition with very original "Life of Pie" decoration
that was placed over, under and around their boat
complete with an onboard stuffed tiger and monkey.
This team completed the boat race in 24.9 seconds and
reached a final weight load of 541 pounds (or 245
kilograms).
Results for Team 1 placed
them within the top ten
of 34 teams. Team 2
placed first overall and
will travel to Waterloo in
early March for the
provincial cardboard boat
construction, speed and
weight challenges.
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taught us that there are four parts to you; your heart,
your spirit, your body and your mind. She taught us how
to see the good things through the seasons and how to
treat others equally. Even the way we were sitting in
our circle showed that we were all equal. Jan Sherman
had a big effect on how we thought about the world in a
positive attitude.
Feedback Welcome on Draft Board Policies
We are proud of all of our cardboard boat team
members from both teams. They spent many hours at
home and after school preparing designs, reviewing a
list of essential skills, drawing detailed boat
construction plans, thinking of and pre
constructing creative boat decorations and practising
inside life size prototypes prior to the regional contest
on January 30. We also express appreciation to parents
of team members for their support including
the transportation of team members and large
cardboard sheets, our thanks to older siblings of some
team members
for their
experienced
advice and
thanks to our
school council
for funding pool
rentals for
prototype drills.

The Upper Grand District School Board is welcoming
public input on draft policies. Currently under review is
the following policy:
Policy 210 – Environmental Education and
Management
This policy is important as it is vital that staff and
students are provided with the skills, perspectives and
practices they will need to become environmentally
responsible citizens in order to meet the sustainability
challenges of the future.
You are invited to review the draft documents and
submit online feedback at
www.ugdsb.ca/board/policy. The deadline for public
input is March 1, 2018 at 4 p.m. EST. Persons without
internet access may call 519-822-4420 (or toll-free 1800-321-4025) ext. 723 to request a printed copy of the
draft documents.

Good luck to our Team 2 at Waterloo in early March!

Jan Sherman
Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2018
Anishinaabe Elder
By Georgia, Gracie and Katie
Jan Sherman came as a
special guest at
Aberfoyle P.S Grade 5A
and 5B. She was invited
to come because both
classes are learning
about the arts of
different First Nations
tribes. Jan taught us
about how she, and
other First Nations people lived and their spiritual
beliefs. Jan Sherman taught us how she ‘Lived With the
Land’, being kind and respectful of nature’s needs. She
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Participating in the Aberfoyle School Council is a
great way to learn about what is happening in our
school, news regarding academic strategies and
ways for you to support the students in the school.
Please consider joining the council and show your
support for Aberfoyle PS.
The next meeting will be on Tuesday February 13th at
6:30pm in the Library Learning Commons.
Here is the link to our Aberfoyle School Council
Facebook group. It will give you access to what is
happening with our School Council.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1509233629393288/

Page 2

If you would like to see the most recent minutes, just
check out the Facebook page or our website
http://www.ugdsb.ca/aberfoyle/.
Read-a-thon Launch: January 31st!
We are very excited to bring back our Read to Succeed
Read-a-thon campaign which will run from February 1st
to February 28th. We’re aiming to raise $6,000 to help
us reach our Library Learning Commons goal of
$15,000! Our funds to date have helped purchase
furniture upgrades and innovative technology and
supplies, which many of the students have loved
interacting with! With your support, we can achieve this
goal!
A read-a-thon is more than just a fund-raising campaign,
it is a literacy campaign! Students raise money by
obtaining pledges to reach their reading goals. To do
so, students must read daily! This is a fantastic
opportunity to encourage great reading habits and to
strengthen our students’ literacy skills.
During our last Read-a-thon in 2014 the Students of
Aberfoyle read 63,000 minutes and raised over $5,000.
WOW!
To help encourage our students to read, we organized
activities for our kick off day on Wednesday, January
31st. That day, the children were encouraged to wear
their pajamas and bring in their stuffies, while being
inspired and entertained by our special guests and
author presentations. We’re also brought in community
members who read a story and shared how literacy
affected them in their personal and professional life.
Prizes will be awarded for the class with the most
money raised (each student who participates will
receive a $10 gift voucher for the School Book Fair) and
the class with the highest participation percentage (the
entire class will receive a Pizza Party).
We are very fortunate to have major sponsors CCL, CIBC
Wood Gundy, RLB Group, St Marys CBM, Dufferin
Aggregates and Tim Hortons Aberfoyle, as well as local
family businesses who have generously donated money
to help us bring in some special authors to engage the
students during our kickoff event, as well as provide
prize incentives! Our special guests are highlighted
below:
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For the Entire School – Nathan Skoufis
As a former student of Aberfoyle
Public School, Nathan generously
offered to present and inspire our
students with his story of focus,
dedication and hard work in
achieving your dreams! Nathan is
the reigning, defending and
undisputed National Black Belt
League World Champion for the
past three years in the highly
competitive and contested
welterweight division and has
recently qualified for the World
National Black Belt League
Championships with his success this year. He is
currently the #1 Ranked North American Sport Karate
Association fighter, a rank that has been held
consecutively for over three
years.
At just 23, Skoufis is the owner
and Head Instructor of ‘Guelph
Family Martial Arts’, is a fifthdegree black belt as well as a
10X World Champ aiming to
secure his 11th title. Skoufis is
the youngest person to hold the Master title and
youngest owner of his own studio.
www.guelphfamilymartialarts.com
A special treat for the
school was that he
presented to us his
world championship
medal. We have it
now displayed in the
school for students to
enjoy.

For the JK - Grade 6 classes – Jo Ellen Bogart
Jo Ellen Bogart, a transplanted
Texan, has lived in Guelph, Ontario
for more than three decades. Jo
Ellen has written many picture
books on various themes, including
family relations, math concepts,
nature and literacy. Her book,
Jeremiah Learns to Read, received
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the Ruth Schwartz Award and the Tiny Torgi Award for
best print Braille Book of 1998. Her book Gifts was
chosen to be the TD Grade One Giveaway title for 2011,
and was distributed free to every first grade student in
Canada.
www.joellenbogart.com
For the Grade 7 - 8 classes – Sharon Babineau
Sharon Babineau is a
mother, decorated
military soldier, mountain
climber, hockey player,
writer and inspirational
speaker for youth. She
has been recognized for
the work she has done at
home and in Africa and is
the recipient of many
awards including
Volunteer of the Year, Heroine in the Home, Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal, and most recently,
YWCA Hamilton Woman of Distinction 2013 - Turning
Point. Her charity, Maddie's Everlasting Wish,
empowers youth to make a difference at home and
abroad. She is also the founder of W.I.S.H. Day, a
leadership workshop for youth based on finding their
passion for volunteering.
www.maddieswishproject.com
We need your support for the success of this campaign!
You can help by assisting your child to set an
appropriate reading goal, supervise their reading and
help them in collecting their pledges.
Let’s make reading a habit in your home and in our
school! If you have any questions please feel free to
email the Read to Succeed Committee at
k.krnjakholmes@gmail.com (Kristina Holmes).

Engaging Your Child in Science at Home!
As parents we have the wonderful opportunity and
responsibility for nurturing our children’s
growth. Parents play a key role in the physical,
emotional, and intellectual development of their child.
As parents we can usually find time to read a story to
our children, thereby instilling a love of literature, but
we are often at a loss as to how to instill a love and
appreciation for Science. Science encourages problem
solving skills, curiosity and questioning, creative and
critical thinking, observational skills and reinforces both
literacy and math skills….and it’s FUN! Here are some
ideas for fostering Scientific skills in your children.
6 Tips to Foster Scientific Thinking at Home
1-See science everywhere. Parents can take
opportunities to ask "What would happen if …?"
questions or present brainteasers to encourage children
to be curious and seek out answers. Children need to
know that science isn't just a subject, but it is a way of
understanding the world around us.
2-Lead family discussions on science-related topics.
Dinnertime might be an ideal time for your family to
have discussions about news stories that are science
based, like space shuttle missions, severe weather
conditions, or new medical breakthroughs. Over time,
children will develop a better understanding of science
and how it affects many facets of our lives. Movies and
TV shows with science-related storylines are also great
topics for discussion.
3-Encourage girls and boys equally. Many girls are left
out of challenging activities simply because of their
gender. Be aware that both girls and boys need to be
encouraged and exposed to a variety of subjects at a
very early age.

Sincerely,
Aberfoyle School Council

4-Do science together. Children, especially elementaryage children, learn better by investigating and
experimenting. Simple investigations done together in
the home can bolster what your child is learning in the
classroom. Check with your child's teacher on what your
child is currently learning in class and what activities
you can explore at home.
5-Connect science with a family vacation. Family
vacations are a great way to explore science. It could be
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a hiking trip where you explore nature or a discussion
on tides during a beach vacation.



6-Show excitement for Science!



Reference:
"NSTA Science Matters: Tips for Busy Parents - National
Science ...."
http://www.nsta.org/sciencematters/tips.aspx.




Monthly environmental activities to help
celebrate our planet
February 2nd is National Sweater Day!
Make the Earth better by wearing a sweater

Celebrate International Sweater Day on February 2nd!
National Sweater Day is a fun way to learn about the
importance of saving energy and to inspire you to use
less heat all winter. Heating accounts for 80% of
residential energy use in Canada. If all Canadians
lowered their thermostats by just 2 degrees Celsius this
winter, it would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
about 4 megatons – that’s equivalent to taking nearly
700,000 cars off the road!
http://www.wwf.ca/events/sweater_day/
National Sweater Day is
about thinking
differently about how
we use energy, where
our energy comes from
and how we can play an
important role in
fighting climate change
by using energy wisely.
It is designed to help
raise awareness about
renewable energy and
change behaviours
around energy
consumption in Canada.
Ideas for your family to celebrate Sweater Day!
 Turn down your thermostat and wear a
sweater!
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Ask your children to brainstorm with you about
ways to save energy at home. Make a pledge to
implement as many as you can.
Research the differences between climate and
weather. Ask your child to characterize some
different climate types (polar, tropical, coastal,
etc.).
Read a children’s book on conservation such as:
Why Should I Save Energy? by Jen Green.
Encourage lots of discussion and questions.
Valentine’s Day is just around the corner - use
recycled materials to create your cards this
year!

For more ideas and fun things to do on International
Sweater Day, please take a look at this pdf supplied by
WWF
assets.wwf.ca/downloads/nsd_2017_en_school_toolkit.
pdf

Safe Arrival Program
If your child is going to be late or absent, please call the
school at 519-763-7040, press extension 100, and leave
a message. In order to ensure the safety of your
children, if your child is marked absent and you have
not called, we will call you. If there is any change in
your child’s end-of-day routine, please write a note in
your child’s agenda in the morning and Mrs. Warden
will get that information from the classroom teacher.

Safe Departure
Please send authorization in writing if someone other
than the legal guardian is going to pick your child up
from school. The authorized adult may also be asked for
photo identification.
If it is necessary for a child to leave early, or to leave for
a period during the day for an appointment, a note must
be sent to the teacher. For the safety of your child, we
request that you come into the school to sign him/her
out at the office. We cannot send students out to
waiting cars.
Please also remember to sign your child off the bus using
the bus lists located in the foyer if they are not taking the
bus home. We appreciate your efforts to keep all
students safe.
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Life-Threatening Allergies
We have children in our school with potential lifethreatening allergies to various foods and other
materials called anaphylaxis. This is a medical condition
that causes a severe reaction to food or other materials,
and can cause death within minutes. In recent years,
anaphylaxis has increased dramatically among students.
Although this may not affect your child’s class directly,
we are letting you know so that you may refrain from
sending foods to the school that contain tree nut and
nuts, including peanuts. We aim to create an allergy
safe environment at our school.
If your child is in a classroom with an anaphylactic child,
or your child has anaphylaxis, you will be contacted by
the classroom teacher.
Our school has procedures in place to help manage
anaphylactic reactions. If your child has health concerns
of any kind, please tell your child’s teacher or the office
and we will take the necessary health protection steps.

Strong scents such as perfumes and certain
deodorants can cause an allergic reaction in some of
our students and staff who experience sensitivity to
these products. Please be considerate of others in the
building and try to use scent free products. Our noses
thank you!

An Alternative to Fundraising
Sometimes, rather than
getting involved with
fundraisers, people
choose to support their school by giving to the Upper
Grand Learning Foundation.
Donations of $20 or more to your School Fund receive a
tax receipt. Donate through the UGLF website at
www.uppergrandlearningfoundation.com
Many of the new items in our Library Learning
Commons were made possible as a direct result of
donations to the Upper Grand Learning Foundation.

Explicit Consent
Canada’s Anti-Spam Legislation (CASL) came into force
on July 1, 2014. As a result, the Upper Grand District
School Board, would like to ensure that we have your
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consent to receive newsletters, school and Board
updates, announcements, event invitations, and other
electronic messages.
Some of these messages may contain advertising or
promotions regarding school fundraisers, field trips, the
sale of yearbooks, student pictures, or similar events.
If you wish to receive the above communications from
us, please visit our CASL registration website at:
www.ugdsb.on.ca/CASL
If you have any questions or if you wish to withdraw
your consent at any time, please click the link at the
bottom of email messages you receive from the school,
or visit the same site and click on “Unsubscribe” to
remove your name from our contact list.
For additional information on Canada’s Anti-Spam
Legislation you may visit our board’s website at
www.ugdsb.on.ca.
Puslinch Library: February Activity
Story Time (5 years and under)
Our Story Times are created to help
your child get ready for
reading. Share stories, songs,
rhymes, and activities aimed at
developing your child's early literacy skills. Parents and
caregivers are encouraged to participate. Ages 5 and
under with a caregiver. Please register.
Thursdays, February 1 - 22, 11:00 - 11:45 am
Breakout Box Challenge (All Ages)
Break out of boredom at the library! Work together to
solve intriguing puzzles and unlock the Breakout Box.
Can you do it before time runs out? Please register.
Saturday, February 10, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm or 1:00 2:00 pm
PAWS 4 Stories (Grades JK - 6)
This reading programme is designed to help kids
practice reading fluency with a certified dog and
handler in a relaxed and fun atmosphere. Offered in
partnership with St. John Ambulance. Please register.
Saturday, February 24, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Monica North-Gibbons, MLIS

Page 6

School Bus Safety
Now that the weather has begun to
change it is very important that the
driver is allowed to focus on the job
of driving children safely to and from
school. Most children do sit very
well and understand that if the
driver is looking in the rear-view
mirror to check on noise, he or she is
not as focused on the road.
Kindergarten Registration:
Kindergarten registration took place from Jan. 9 to 19,
2018, in the UGDSB.
French Immersion registration is now complete.
However, if you missed the dates or know of someone
who might like their child to come to junior
Kindergarten, please let them know they can continue
to register online. Thanks!
For more information on how to register and the JK FI
selection process, parents/guardians should
visit www.ugdsb.ca/jkregistration.
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